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Boniface - Birch Alternative 
 
Donald N. Anderson don.anderson@softwarenorth.com 
2230 E. 52nd Ave 907-561-4412 
30 October 2009 
 
As of October 2009, the Highway to Highway 
Project office has included a Boniface Corridor that 
links to International Airport Road. This project’s 
goal is to reduce congestion on the roads linking the 
Glenn highway and the New Seward highway. 
 
The Boniface alternative as currently sketched drives 
through the heart of the Campbell Park neighborhood 
to International Airport Road and has drawn very 
strong opposition. As such it would likely require 
many years of expensive and bitter legal 
condemnation suits to acquire the right of way. 
 
The present paper suggests what I believe to be a 
superior version of this alternative. Rather than 
 

 
Tudor-Boniface intersection looking SSW and 
showing the curve of Boniface into the new Martin 
Luther King Blvd. This intersection would be the north 
end of either the Boniface – International alternative 
or the Boniface Birch alternative. 

bending to the west and offering an alternative to 
Tudor road only half a mile to the south, it opens up a 
wider range of routes through Anchorage and in 
addition provides improved connections to the 
hillside area. 
 
This suggested Boniface-Birch alternative continues 
Boniface south from Tudor, bending slightly to the 
east to avoid disturbing a roughly north-south section 
of Campbell Creek, dropping below terrain level to 
pass under Campbell Creek, a small tributary and the 
South fork of Campbell Creek. It then passes the NE 
end of Campbell Airstrip and bends slightly back to 
the west to connect to Birch. 
 
One section of this alignment roughly parallels the 
existing Campbell Airstrip road and could replace a 
section of that road and allow its reclamation into 
parkland. 
 
Terminating this alternative at Birch rather than in 
the Campbell Park neighborhood trades the 
controversy involved in crossing a beautiful and 
highly-valued park for the bitterness and funding 
losses involved in destroying a well-established 
Anchorage neighborhood. 
 
This alternative allows the Boniface traffic to 
continue directly to the growing job areas of south 
Anchorage. It also provides a link to the high-speed 
corridor being constructed along O’Malley and 
Minnesota. It does completely bypass the major 
destination area in midtown, but links well with the 
new significant job area in south Anchorage and a 
very large residential area. 
 
This may not be as as the primary link through the 
Gambell-Ingra area, but does offer a means of 
reducing congestion in that zone. Gambell-Ingra may 
still best meet the H2H congestion criteria because 
the biggest work areas are currently in midtown (59, 
000 jobs), downtown (27,000 jobs) and in the 
university-medical district (15,000 jobs). There are 
18,000 jobs in the south Anchorage area, but they are 
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fairly well spread out (see my paper “Comment on 
Anchorage job locations”). 
 
The rough sample alignment I have shown on the 
satellite maps below is just one of many, but 
illustrates some special considerations I’m sure many 
people will find important in a highway that traverses 
the Anchorage bowl’s largest park. 
 
Because most of the trip destinations are to the north 
and west of this route, it is unlikely that this 
alternative will be chosen after the congestion 
impacts have been carefully studied.  
 
To obtain the space for an 8-lane freeway with 12 
foot lanes, a 22 foot median, 10 foot shoulders, a 20 
foot wide ditch and/or embankment on each side 
requires 198 feet.  
 

 
Campbell Creek looking NW about 200 feet south of 
the cleared area SE of the Boniface – MLK 
connection. 
 

 
Campbell Creek turning back to the SW at the same 
spot as the photo to the left. A walkway is shown 
crossing this stream as well as the alignment on the 
first satellite photo. 
 
If the roadway is incised to 20 feet below the surface 
with 45 degree embankments (for sound deflection) 
the 20 foot ditch plus embankment becomes about 25 
feet. So for the deeply incised road an alignment 
requires about 208 feet. 
 
The freeway widths shown approximate 210 feet and 
are shown in white.  Covered portions are estimated 
with the same median, but vertical outer walls. This 
brings the width down to about 160 feet. These 
portions are shown in purple and the cover is 
assumed to be as close to the original terrain as 
possible. Length is kept to 300 feet for ventilation 
purposes. 
 
No frontage roads will be required. 
 
Trails and foot/ski/bicycle/dogsled bridges are shown 
in yellow and in most cases are expected to be at the 
original ground level over a deeply incised highway. 
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First 3,200 feet of a sample alignment for an 8-lane freeway connecting Boniface to Birch. Part 1 of 4. In 
October 2009 the eastern end of Martin Luther King Drive has been connected and is shown in approximate 
position. The first foot bridge is long to span the adjacent creek as well. When Campbell Creek turns back to 
the east, that section of the freeway is shown as deeply incised and covered with the stream flowing across it. 
(Road alignment in white, covered section in purple, trails in yellow). 
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Sled trail east of Campbell creek near the proposed 
alignment. 
 
 
 

 
There is only minor relief in this area. This is one of 
the most noticeable rises. 
 

 
Much of the area around the Campbell streams is 
marked as wetland. However, walking sled trails near 
the alignment after 4 days of rain, this picture was the 
only water I found that was not inside stream banks. 
 

 
Open woods near Campbell Airstrip Road. 
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Trail map of northern section of park from Tudor Road south to Campbell Airstrip, Regular trails are shown in 
purple, Dogsled trails in yellow. 
 
 

 
Sled path under Campbell Airstrip Road east of the 
alignment. Shown by a blue triangle on map above. 
 

 

 
Sled path north of South Fork of Campbell Creek 
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Sled trail near proposed alignment in first section. 
 

Sled bridge across North Fork of Campbell 
Creek.

 
North Fork of Campbell Creek from the sled trail 
bridge just west of Campbell Airstrip Road. 
 
 

 
Open area on sled path near the underpass of 
Campbell Airstrip Road. 
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The next 4,200 feet of alignment for an 8-lane freeway connecting Boniface Parkway to Birch Road. Part 2 of 4. 
This section adds the 2nd and 3rd covered sections to pass under the south fork of Campbell Creek. It passes 
the NE end of Campbell Airstrip and turns slightly to the west to make the Birch connection.  
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This entire 2nd portion is expected to be below grade 
with the stream flowing in approximately its original 
course over the top of the highway. 
 

 
A minor stream and bridge between the main 
branches of Campbell Creek. 
 

South Fork of Campbell Creek and sled trail bridge. 
 

 
Sled trail reaches the Old Rondy Trail near Campbell 
Airstrip Trail Head. 
 

 
Wide trail from Campbell Airstrip access road to 
trailhead parking lot. Shown crossing the proposed 
new alignment as the first yellow trail bridge south of 
the covered freeway sections. 
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Trail map of central section of park from Campbell Airstrip south to Little Campbell Creek, Regular trails are 
shown in purple, Dogsled trails in yellow. The P-38 Lightening Trail is used by both mushers and pedestrians. 
 

 
Viewpoint trail near Campbell Airstrip trailhead. 

 
 
 
 

 
Campbell Airstrip from east. Alignment would be just 
behind photographer. 
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Easternmost revetment (WWII) on P-38 Lightening 
Trail. Suggested alignment crosses this revetment. 
 

Junction of Viewpoint and Moose Meadow trails. 
Alignment is about 200 feet to the east and crosses 
Moose Meadow trail. 
 

 
Bridge for Moose Meadow trail to cross the alignment 
would be at this point. 
 

 
Antenna farm in clearing just off Viewpoint trail (at the 
extreme left on satellite map 3). 
 

 
Little Campbell creek downstream to the west where it 
crosses the Homestead trail. 
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The next 4,100 feet of alignment for an 8-lane freeway connecting Boniface Parkway to Birch Road. Part 3 of 4. 
  



Boniface – Birch Alternative 30 October 2009 Page 12 of 15 

I not aware of any significant trails in the southern 
portion of section 3.  
 

It is possible that the road could be brought up to 
normal surface grade in most of this area. 
 

Trail map of southern section of park from Little Campbell Creek south to Abbott Road, Regular trails are 
shown in purple, Skiing trails are shown in green with many in this area being lighted. 
 

 
The Homestead trail looking to the NW. The alignment 
is about 600 feet to the east of this picture. 

From the Homestead trail. The alignment is about 300 
feet ahead (toward Flattop). 
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The southernmost 4,000 feet of the alignment for 8-lane freeway connecting Boniface Parkway to Birch Road. 
Part 4 of 4. Service High School on the lower left with its associated fields and trails (many of them lighted). 
Homestead trail goes off toward the NW corner. 
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On the Homestead trail. The lighted Rand’s Loop 
crosses at this point. The freeway alignment is about 
a hundred feet to the right. 
 
 
 

 
Many trails in this area are lighted. A portion of 
several trails will need to be relocated slightly to align 
with to the highway and pedestrian bridges in this 
area will need to be lighted. 
 

Looking south toward one of Service High’s fields. 
This trail will be a bit west of the alignment. 
 
 
 
Section 4 near Service High School once again has a 
large number of trails. 
 
The last portion of this alignment has very uneven 
terrain. The depth to the roadway may vary, but is 
expected to be well below the surrounding terrain in 
the southern half of this section to minimize noise 
and permit easy ski trail crossings. 
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Looking north down a trail from near the pedestrian 
bridge across Abbott. This will be relocated to the 
edge of the alignment. 
 

Looking west along Abbott Road from the pedestrian 
bridge at Birch Road. Dimond High School on the 
right. 
 

Birch Road and the pedestrian bridge across Abbott 
Road. The north end of this bridge will need to be 
moved to the east. 
 
 
 
The considerable excavation required for this 
freeway can be utilized to bring the field east of 
Service High up to the level of Abbott Road. 
 
The entire route of the Boniface - Birch alternative 
will require a deeply buried storm drain to 
accommodate the incised portions and the roofed 
over portions of this freeway. 
 
This alternative traverses an attractive park with 
significant natural beauty. I have included a large 
number of pictures to emphasize this point. Its trails 
are heavily used for recreation.  
 
Any road across it needs to be engineered with 
careful attention to the surroundings and be designed 
to have the minimum impact possible. 


